The Council for Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS) response to New Directions

The Council for Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS) is pleased to have been invited to contribute to this consultation on ‘New Directions’.  The Council is encouraged by the willingness of the Trust to engage with the Education sector in identifying common issues, considering possible remedies and generally seeking the means to work together and with other statutory and non-statutory service providers to maximise the impact and efficiency of related services.  It is disappointing that the Programme for Government did not exploit the willingness to engage in partnership working in the setting of objectives and Public Service Agreements (PSA’s).

The Council, in responding to this consultation will limit substantive comment on those questions which have an impact on partnership working.

Question 1

The Council agrees with these general principles, particularly keep it as ‘that’ related to prevention of illness and early assessment and intervention and that related to the reduction in frequented services.

The Council would suggest two additional principles which reflect its experience of the Trust since it came into being.  The first refers to the provision of related aspects of service delivery through partnership working.  The second to the potential link with education, in its broadest sense, to facilitate the strategies and services which exploit complementarity to achieve better outcomes for service users.

Question 2

The Council would refer to the suggested additions to the Principles outlined in response to Question 1 and emphasise the importance of reducing inequalities through the means of exercising choice and having the capacity to know when to seek help.  These are all related to education in its broadest sense.
Question 3

Agree but consider that future ‘One Step Shops’ for some service could be delivered by jointly provided and jointly managed facilities between health, education and other service providers.  This is particularly the case for children and family related services.

Question 4
Agree but would suggest that the Trust looks to the advantages of linking education to health and social service at the earliest possible point in parenthood.  Parents, particularly young parents, need help and support not just in providing care but also in establishing regimes for themselves and the child which can underpin prevention rather that reactive curative interventions later in life.

Question 5

The Council very much supports the approach outlined here with the caveat  that with the prospect of a ‘Children’s Services’ directorate within the proposed ‘Education and Skills Authority’ (ESA) the potential for even greater levels of co-operative working should exist.  The potential of joint service delivery is well reflected in the two ‘Full Service’ school models emerging in North and West Belfast.  The Council strongly supports the principle of listening to ‘the voice of the child’ in designing, delivering and evaluating services.  The Council is also encouraged by the potential to see service delivery in and through a range of settings, some of which are non-traditional.

Question 6

Agreed

Question 7

The Council agrees with the proposals as outlined but is unclear as to the point at which a ‘learning disability’ is recognised under this question.  Earlier comments on the possibility of collaborative service delivery through combined health, social services and education facilities opens up many possibilities for early identification and prevention as, in particular circumstances, well as cure or deficit management.  The policy of ‘inclusion’, preferred in the provision of ‘Special Needs Education’ within the education sector, promotes the retention of as many people as possible who can benefit from delivery through mainstream schools.  This should have relevance here.  It is clear, however, that the kind of services provided by institutions like Muckamore Abbey Hospital are beyond the parameters of this approach.

Question 8

Agreed

Question 9 

Agreed

Question 10 

Agree
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