CCMS Circular No. 1999/25





October 1999





To:	The Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and Principals of all Catholic Maintained Nursery Schools and Nursery Units





Dear Colleague





Admissions Criteria to Nursery Schools / Units : 2000/01 





In late August 1999 DENI circulated to schools a draft circular on Open Enrolment in Nursery Schools which detailed the proposed arrangements for September 2000 admissions.  In September CCMS Diocesan Teams held meetings with Nursery Principals to discuss the content and implications of the draft circular and to formulate a response to the Department.   The response has informed the actual circular which has now been published as DENI Circular 1999/20 and dated 11 October 1999. 





CCMS, when meeting Principals and Chairpersons, outlined draft admissions criteria for nursery schools and units for the next academic year and the purpose of this CCMS circular is to bring to the attention of Boards of Governors recommended admissions criteria to be applied across the Catholic maintained sector.  Council recognises that the strength of the Catholic maintained system rests upon the compact between home, school and parish and for that reason would wish schools to strongly emphasise the parish dimension in its nursery school / unit admissions criteria for 2000/01.  





I would be grateful if you could bring these notes of guidance to the attention of your Board of Governors and delete CCMS Circular 1999/3 from your files.





Yours sincerely





�


DERMOT G MULLAN


SENIOR ADVISER





Enc


�



NOTES OF GUIDANCE 


FOR 


BOARDS OF GOVERNORS OF CATHOLIC MAINTAINED SCHOOLS 





ON





ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR ENTRY INTO NURSERY SCHOOLS / UNITS 2000/2001








GENERAL GUIDANCE





Boards of Governors should periodically review and, if necessary, amend their admissions criteria particularly in the light of guidance offered by DENI, CCMS, Admissions Appeal Tribunal findings and particular local circumstances.  





While admissions are a matter for individual school Boards of Governors, each nursery school / unit is required, when oversubscribed with applications to apply admissions criteria which will ensure that the places available are targeted at children in their final pre-school year who are from socially disadvantaged circumstances.  Socially disadvantaged circumstances are construed as children with a parent who is in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance.





Depending on the nursery’s pattern of provision the Board of Governors, for the 2000/01 school year, must draw up criteria for:





(i)	the admission of pupils to full-time pre-school education at the beginning of the school year


(ii)	the admissions of pupils to part-time pre-school education at the beginning of the school year


(iii)	the admission of pupils to full-time pre-school places after the beginning of the school year


(iv)	the admission of pupils to part-time pre-school places after the beginning of the school year.





The admissions criteria will be applied by a Selection Committee consisting of the Principal and three Governors, subject to the final approval of the Board of Governors.  If parents / guardians have any difficulty in completing application forms they should consult the Principal of the school. 








CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS





One major difference for the forthcoming academic year is that the position of children with special educational needs had been given heightened priority in the regulations made under Article 32 of the Education (NI) Order 1998.  Council has always contended that children with special educational needs should be given some priority in admissions criteria and CCMS would join DENI in urging Boards of Governors to continue the traditional practice of giving some priority in the allocation of places to children with special educational needs.  These children should be in their final pre-school year and should be accommodated within the criteria after allocating places to social disadvantaged children and those with July and August birthdays.  A definition to be applied to children with special educational needs should be drawn up by the Board of Governors and should be based upon evidence available from assessments by Educational Psychologists, designated Medical Officers and other such assessments as deemed appropriate.  Boards of Governors should seek documentary evidence from parents for pupils who are making application on the basis of special educational needs.





SUGGESTED ADMISSIONS CRITERIA





Children who are not normally resident in Northern Ireland at the time of proposed admission will not be considered for places until all children who reside in Northern Ireland have been considered.  





The Board of Governors has determined that, in the event of more applicants than the places available, the following admissions criteria will be applied, in the order set down, to select children for the available places.  





1	Children born between 2 July 1996 and 31 August 1996 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance who reside in the Parish of    (Name of Parish)   . 





2	Children born between 2 July 1996 and 31 August 1996 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance.





3	Children born between 1st September 1996 and 1 July 1997 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance who reside in the Parish of    (Name of Parish)   . 





4	Children born between 1st September 1996 and 1 July 1997 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance.





5	Children born between 2 July 1996 and 31 August 1996 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) reside in the Parish of    (Name of Parish)   .





6	Children born between 2 July 1996 and 31 August 1996.





7	Children born between 2 July 1996 and 1 July 1997 from the parish of    (Name of Parish) who are considered by an Education and Library Board as having significant special needs which indicate that the child would benefit from nursery education.  (Documentary evidence must be submitted to the Board of Governors).





8	Other children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) reside in the Parish of  (Name of Parish)   





9	Other children.





�
ADMISSIONS SUB-CRITERIA





In the event of more pupils satisfying the last criterion which can be applied in the order of priority set down above then selection for the remaining places will be on the basis of the following sub-criteria.





1	Children with brother(s)/sister(s)/half brother(s)/half-sister(s) presently enrolled in 


            		 Primary School.





2	Children currently on the “At Risk” register maintained by the _____________ Trust.





3	Children who in the opinion of the Board of Governors have special home circumstances considered in the following order:





(a)	a child who has one or both parents deceased;


(b)	a child whose parent has a serious long term illness (medical evidence required);


(c)	children who are twins (or other multiple births);


(d)	a child from a family of three or more pre-school age children.





4	Children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are currently a permanent employee in the school.





5	First child in the family.





6	Only child in the family.





In the event of there being more applicants than places remaining for the last sub-criteria which can be applied then selection will be on the basis of proximity of parents’/guardians’ home to school, as measured by the shortest walking route by public thoroughfare.  
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