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Survey on School Holiday Options for 2008/2009

You will recall the 2007 / 2008 school holiday programme includes 71 days on which home-to-school transport (including transport for statemented pupils) is not provided and school bus/rail passes are not valid.  The main consideration in this arrangement is that it opens the way for greater harmonisation in the holiday arrangements, thereby facilitating the many families with children at more than one school.  Furthermore, it enables the Education and Library Boards to negotiate a reduction in the cost of home to school transport.

At recent meeting of the Chief Executives’ Transport Working Group, two options were tabled for consideration.

	Option 1


	No. of days

	1st August – 31st August 2008
	
21

	30th October – 31st October 2008
	
2

	22nd December 2008  - 2nd January 2009
	
10

	12th February – 13th February 2009
	
2

	10th April - 17th April 2009
	
6

	4th May 2009
	
1

	1st July – 31st July 2009
	
23

	
	
65


	Option 2


	No. of days

	1st August – 31st August 2008
	
21

	31st October – 3rd November 2008
	
2

	22nd December 2008 – 2nd January 2009
	
10

	13th February – 16th February 2009
	
2

	10th April – 17th April 2009
	
6

	4th May 2009
	
1

	1st July – 31st July 2009
	
23

	
	
65


The selection of either Option 1 or Option 2 will allow six additional discretionary days.  However, transport will not be available in the WELB and SELB areas on 17th March 2009.  Additionally, transport will not be available in the SEELB / BELB and SELB areas on 25th May 2009.

Council has argued successfully for sufficient flexibility so that Catholic Maintained Schools can observe Holy Days such as: 8th December 2008, 6th January 2009 and 17th March 2009.  Failure to do so undermines Council’s position in arguing for the recognition of the Catholic ethos.

In considering these options at the next meeting of the Chief Executives’ Transport Working Group on 17th May 2007, I would welcome your preference and any comments you may have on either option.

I enclose a reply slip for your choice of Option 1 or 2, with provision for your comments, and would ask you to return this by Friday 27th April 2007 to:
Mr Ciaran McKenna, CCMS, Armagh Diocesan Education Office, 1 Killyman Road, Dungannon, BT71 6DE

Thank you for your anticipated response

JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2008 / 2009

Name of School:









Nursery / Primary / Irish Medium / Post Primary: 






Board Area:









Please tick preference for either Option 1 or Option 2

	Option 1


	
Option 2




Comments:










Thank you for your response

PLEASE RETURN TO:

Mr Ciaran McKenna
CCMS, Armagh Diocesan Education Office, 1 Killyman Road, 
Dungannon, BT71 6DE
COUNCIL FOR CATHOLIC MAINTAINED SCHOOLS


160 HIGH STREET


HOLYWOOD


BT18 9HT





TELEPHONE: 028 9042 6972


FAX: 028 9042 4255





Website: www.onlineccms.com











CCMS Circular 2007 / 17








5 April 2007








Survey on School Holiday Options 2008 / 09











PAGE  
3

