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Dear Principal
At the start of another school year I am writing to remind you of the existence of the CCMS Welcome Pack for Ethnic Minority Groups.

The pack was launched in June of this year and contains information which I hope will be useful to parents from the growing number of ethnic minority groups in Northern Ireland and also to schools.

The pack at this stage has been produced in four languages to meet the needs of the Polish, Portugese, Lithuanian and Filipino communities.  Packs are available from CCMS Headquarters, Holywood, and all the material is available to download from the CCMS website www.onlineccms.com
Information posters have also been produced in the four languages and these have been distributed to all parishes.

I hope you will have the opportunity to have a look at the materials and that you will find them useful.  As always, any feedback you have in relation to the materials will be happily accepted.

A new regional service, the Inclusion and Diversity Service, has also been established by the Education and Library Boards to provide support to young people and their parents who are new to Northern Ireland.  A website has been set up as part of the service, www.education-support.org.uk  If you have not already received information about this service from the NEELB which is acting as the host Board, you should receive the relevant correspondence soon.

Yours sincerely

Malachy Crudden

Education Adviser
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