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Dear Principal

Changing Faces

There are many challenges which schools have to face in providing a rounded education for all our young people.  In particular pastoral issues sometimes bring issues to our attention which initially we find difficulty in knowing how to address.  One such issue is that of meeting the needs of a pupil who has a facial or other disfigurement.
Some people are born with a disfiguring condition, other acquire disfigurement through accidents, medical conditions or medical treatments.  Disfigurement causes obvious problems to those affected but it also present challenges to those with whom they associate and for those who have positions of responsibility such as teachers.
Sometimes a disfigured person may need help in developing self-esteem or building confidence to experience new situations.  Other children and sometimes adults may need to be alerted to their behaviours in relation to a disfigured person and teachers may need support for themselves in helping both the disfigured person and those around them to see that person as just another human being.

Enclosed with this circular is a leaflet explaining where schools can get help and support in dealing with issues around disfigurement.  A Northern Ireland office of ‘Changing Faces’ has been opened quite recently under the management of Jan Wright.  She can be contacted on 0845 4500 732.

Changing Faces offers a wide range of advice and support for teachers, which schools may wish to call upon if the need exists or arises.
Yours sincerely

JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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