CCMS Circular No: 2000/6





March 2000





To: 	Principals of all Catholic Maintained 


	Primary and Nursery Schools





Dear Colleague





“Surestart”





Council would draw your attention to the Government’s Surestart initiative which is specifically targeted at children from socially disadvantaged communities in the age group 0-3 years. £2m has been earmarked for this year with a potential £5.6m to follow over the next 2 years.  The focus of this initiative is to attempt to redress the multiple disadvantages which some children face in their early years of development and to improve their access to quality services which will enable them to realise their full potential.   The rationale for the delivery of the programme is that





parents must be given the opportunity to identify gaps in the provision of services in their particular area;


the support services identified will be delivered by a network of local agencies working in close partnership.





Council believes the education sector is integral to this programme.





Some Primary/Nursery principals have already indicated an interest and have begun to liaise with other local partners to prepare an application for funding.





Given that the timescale for submission of applications is so tight (April 28th) interested parties would need to be networking now.  It is envisaged that between 8 - 10 projects will be funded across the four Health Boards.  If, as a Nursery/Primary principal, you require any advice or support with regards to Surestart contact our education advisers, Dinah MacManus or Margaret Ryan at:





Headquarters in Holywood	028 9042 6972


Down & Connor  		028 9032 7875





Yours faithfully 


�














EDDIE McARDLE


DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE








