CCMS Circular 2001 / 27








22 November 2001








To:	Chairpersons of Catholic Maintained Schools


	Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools


	Principals of Catholic Grammar Schools


	Parish Priests








Dear Father





13th Annual Catholic Schools Week


Sunday 9th to Sunday 16th December 2001





The theme this year, as already notified to schools, is 


‘Building Peace: Shaping the Future’.





This theme is taken directly from the title of the recently published document which was launched by the Archbishop of Armagh in St Mary’s University College on 21st November 2001.





Council has always been impressed by the efforts that many schools and parishes make each year to celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week.





Perhaps in Northern Ireland, more than elsewhere across Europe, some Catholic schools feel particular societal pressures.  We are keenly aware of the pressures felt by the Catholic schools in Ardoyne.





However, the Catholic school system can be justly proud of all its achievements and of the well recognised contribution that it has made to the life of Northern Ireland.  Indeed, the positive Christian values that are promoted and lived out in our Catholic schools are embedded within the values articulated by CCEA for the review of the Northern Ireland curriculum.





It is also pleasing to note that Catholic schools continue to lead performance in the Government’s recently published exam results for Northern Ireland.
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There is much to celebrate in our Catholic schools.  Council calls upon parishes and schools to once again use the Annual Schools’ Week to highlight their achievements and promote the values of Catholic Education.





Some schools may wish to vary a little the date of Catholic Schools’ Week to suit their particular plans.  This is perfectly reasonable.





A specially designed poster is included. Please arrange to have this suitably displayed in your school.  Copies of the posters are also being sent to parishes for display in Churches.





As in former years Council will be very pleased to receive from schools and parishes a copy of their Schools’ Week Programme.  Please contact me if you need any further information.





Yours sincerely
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JOHN L COLGAN


SENIOR ADVISER


