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To:
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and Principals of


Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague

As you are aware, the Burns Report consultation process is underway.  The  Minister has asked for responses by 17th May 2002.  It is imperative that the Minister and the Assembly hear a strong, reflective and united voice from the Catholic Maintained Sector.  To that end, the Council has always sought to offer “backdrop” papers on various issues, including Selection, and disseminate same to Principals and Chairs of Governors.  This paper continues that practice and provides a backdrop for discussion.  The Council’s substantive response which will address issues in full will issue later.

You undoubtedly will be aware of the main proposals enshrined within the Burns Report and thus it is not the intention to reprise those issues here.  There is, however, one issue that is of particular significance and which does merit discussion, namely the proposal within the Report that the package of itself must be accepted in total.  That concept the Council rejects and has clearly indicated its unwillingness to be bound by such strictures.  It was particularly pleasing therefore, to note the comments of Mr Alan McVeigh, Secretary to the Burns Working Party, who was quoted in the press (Telegraph, 15th January 2002) indicated that the Report represented  “work in progress and open to discussion and debate during the consultation  period”. 

This is a most welcome statement for it effectively liberates the process and should facilitate discussion and debate.  Indeed, the Minister of Education, speaking to the Assembly Education Committee on 17 January 2002, echoed these sentiments when he noted “discussion has got bogged down in details… and the wider issues have not been properly debated”.

// 2 //
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The Council considers that the Burns Report represents a significant contribution to the general debate and offers a basis for a further and detailed exploration of issues.  The Council also called for the discussion of strategies to be managed or facilitated on a “service wide” basis involving all parties and agencies and would still see this as essential and stands willing to join with others to not only debate issues but to reflect on the practicalities of proposals.

The Council in responding, will seek to inform debate in a variety of ways and will :

 establish a working group - similar to that which informed the initial submission

 establish an Officer team to facilitate the above and to explore practical implications of the Burns proposals

 issue to schools papers regarding :

-  initial reflections (this paper)

-  the Council’s definitive response

 hold a series of meetings across all of the Dioceses to reflect on issues and take soundings (details as to venues and times will issue from local Diocesan Offices in due course).

The restructuring of post-primary education represents the single greatest change in education since the 1947 Act and it is essential that all engage in the debate and seek to shape the future.  As the largest single sector we in the Catholic Maintained Sector have a major role to play and it is essential that we all engage in the debate and articulate our thoughts clearly.

This paper will provide the basis for our discussions at our Principals’ Meetings and I look forward to seeing you at those in due course.

Yours faithfully

Donal Flanagan

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Encl. 

