CCMS Circular 2003 / 22
29 September 2003

To:
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and

Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools
Dear Colleague
Invitations to Distribute Information or 
  Product Literature to Parents
I have become aware of situations whereby private companies have engaged schools to help promote or provide information about commercial products through either direct distribution of promotional materials or the provision of pupil information such as a home address.

In some instances parents have found themselves in some difficulty with arrangements which they have entered into and have attempted to co-join the school in their complaint.

Schools need to exercise great care in engaging with any commercial organisation in conveying information directly or indirectly to pupils or their parents.

In general schools should not enter into arrangements with commercial organisations regardless of the possible inducements, without consulting with the local Diocesan office.

Schools should be aware that the perception by parents of a situation may be as damaging as any actual involvement on the part of the school.
Yours sincerely
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Jim Clarke
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

