CCMS Circular 2004 / 04
15 March 2004

To:
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and 


Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools
Dear Colleague
Re: Costello Report

Following receipt of the Costello Report which was considered by Council at its meeting on 12 February 2004, I write to confirm its standing in respect of Council policy as follows:

· Council supports the view within the Report that the child, rather than the structures, should be the central focus throughout the process.

· Council agrees with the recommendation that Selection should end as soon as practicable and that the first major decision vis a vis choice of educational pathway should be delayed until the age of 14.  It also accepts that the Report provides a framework to move towards a non-selective post-primary sector.

· Council accepts the concept of informed choice supported through the development of the pupil profile, careers advice and access to a range of sampler course in the final year of Key Stage 3.
· Whilst the Trustees’ preferred approach is for Catholic managed outcomes, the Council recognises the requirement for greater co-operation within and between schools and school sectors and accepts that the Northern Bishops’ document “Building Peace, Shaping the Future” provides a framework to accommodate this.
· Council previously called for and accepts the establishment of a strategic planning group and would strongly hold the view that its role under Article 142 Paragraph B is properly reflected in the development of any local or area structures.
· Council recognises that there cannot be a one size fits all solution and accepts the potential within the report to seek local solutions.

I trust that the above will assist you and the Members of the Diocesan Education Committees in ongoing discussions regarding this matter.

Yours sincerely
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Donal Flanagan

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

