CCMS Circular 2004 / 07

7 April 2004

To:  Principals of Catholic Maintained Primary and Post Primary Schools
Dear Principal

RE:  Meeting of CCMS Principals – Change of Dates
I am writing to inform you that the next meeting of Principals of CCMS schools has been postponed until late May or early June. 

These meetings, as you know, are a means of communication between the schools and the Council.  They allow for the dissemination of information and an exchange of views.  There are a number of important developments taking place in education at present and we would hope to focus on some of these during these meetings.  One of the key issues is the requirement from September 2005 for all school to have a School Development Plan.  CCMS has prepared guidance on School Development Planning on which it has consulted with both Education and Library Boards and the Inspectorate.  We believe that it would be of benefit to schools and indeed Governors to be aware of the nature and context of School Development Planning.  It is therefore proposed that the CCMS Document on School Development Planning will be disseminated during these meetings.  A main item will therefore be an introduction of the document by CCMS and an input from the Board CASS Service and how it can support the training of staff in the development process.
It is intended that the Post Primary meetings will be a half-day, as has been the norm.  At present CCMS is consulting with Education and Library Boards with a view to providing a full day meeting for the Primary Sector.  This will allow for a presentation and discussion on the Costello Proposals and their impact on the Primary Sector.  Other issues might include the consultation on Suspensions and Expulsions and possibly on the second part of the report of the Independent Inquiry on Teachers’ Pay and Conditions of Services if it is available.
The Diocesan Office will contact you in due course with revised dates and other relevant information.
Yours sincerely

JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

