Circular No : 2004/15
September 2004

To :   Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague

The world’s press has brought home to us all the horrendous tragedy and dreadful pain and suffering inflicted upon the children, parents and teachers of the Beslan Community in recent days.  Here in Northern Ireland we are aware that even in the worst days of our 30 years of civil unrest, schools for the most part were sacrosanct, seen by all as havens of peace and tranquillity.  Where there were breaches we invariably enjoyed the support of the wider local and international community in their condemnation of these incidents.
In consultation with Archbishop Brady, it was considered appropriate that Catholic schools in Northern Ireland should take the opportunity to reflect on the terrible atrocity inflicted upon the Beslan Community and pay their respects to the young children, their parents and teachers, who lost their lives in this tragedy in a manner suitable to your school.

A minute’s silence or special assembly are but two examples of how our solidarity might be expressed.

Yours sincerely

Donal Flanagan
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

