CCMS Circular No : 2004 / 22
November 2004

To :   
Principals and Chairpersons of Boards of Governors of 
all Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague

RE  :   Catholic Schools’ Week
You will be aware that CCMS, over recent months, has conducted a review of Catholic Schools’ Week in consultation with schools.  This review was quite revealing and, overwhelmingly concluded that there was a continued need for the Catholic Managed Sector to take the opportunity to celebrate the achievements of Catholic schools and to promote Catholic education as a major contributor to the common good in a divided and increasingly secular society.

There was, however, a strongly held view that these celebrations should primarily be parish based co-joining all of the schools, parishioners, priests and the wider school community in a planned programme of events.  It was also considered that the timing of the celebration should be related to the period when parents are considering the admission or transfer of their children into primary/post-primary schools i.e. January/February.  There was also a strongly held view that all partners i.e. Governors, teachers, principals, parish priests etc, should take greater ownership of the celebration and that within the context of a generic theme, they collectively should largely determine the nature of the celebration which should reflect circumstances at local level.  In addition it was considered that in the future Northern Bishops should launch these celebrations at local level through an official/central event rotated around the five Dioceses.
The main findings of the review have been referred to the Consultative Group for Catholic Education (CGCE), established by the Northern Trustees earlier this year, to consider the future planning and direction of Catholic Schools’ Week.

These deliberations will take some time and it has been agreed that in the interim the concept of Catholic Schools’ Week should be sustained.  Accordingly, it is proposed that schools working in partnership with other parish interests should determine how they will manage ‘Catholic Schools’ Week’ this year.  To support you in this exercise it is recommended that the generic theme “Celebrating Achievement in Catholic Communities” should act as the catalyst for planning your Schools’ Week programme.  To ensure a coordinated approach it is also suggested that the timing of the week might be related to the open enrolment night/week planned by the post-primary sector in late January/early February.  In addition it is recognised that post-primary schools are well placed to co-ordinate an area approach with their feeder primary schools.
As a first step, therefore, it would be helpful for school principals, chairmen and parish priests to meet to consider these proposals and co-ordinate their approach.

I recognise that this approach is challenging and may require a greater level of altruism but on the basis of the review there remains a growing need for the Catholic Managed Sector to articulate and celebrate the value and benefits of a Catholic Education.
I trust that you will avail of this opportunity to create and develop a parish response to this request.
Yours sincerely

Donal Flanagan

Chief Executive
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