Circular No 2205/12
5th April 2005
Dear Colleague

RE :  Catholic Schools Mark the Death of the Holy Father

There have been many calls to CCMS from schools seeking guidance on how they might best honour the memory of the late Pope John Paul II.  The Council, in consultation with the Northern Bishops, the Irish Bishops Conference and the Department of Education, acknowledges the desire of Catholic people to mark the death of Pope John Paul II.
The Northern Bishops believe that the Board of Governors of each school, having consulted with parents of their pupils, is in the best position to decide how to mark the occasion.  Boards of Governors may designate Friday as one of the Optional Holidays to mark the funeral of the Pope.  If a school has already used all of these days the Department of Education has agreed that the school can use a day from the 2005/2006 allocation.
Schools which decide to remain open are encouraged to find appropriate ways to commemorate the life and death of Pope John Paul II. 

Yours faithfully

Donal Flanagan

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

