CCMS Circular No :    2005/22                                                 September 2005
To: Boards of Governors and Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools
Dear Colleague,

Re- Education(School Development Plan ) Regulations ( Northern Ireland) 2005

The Department of Education issued a circular on 22 June 2005  (2005/19) outlining the requirements for the Boards of  Governors to prepare, and from time to time revise, a school development plan in accordance with SR2005 No.303 Education (School Development Plans) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2005. This statutory regulation comes into operation on 1st September 2005.
You will recall that CCMS launched a document entitled ‘School Development Planning – A Guide for Principals and Boards of Governors’ at a series of meetings across the five Dioceses in autumn 2004 in preparation for the introduction of this statutory regulation. Council encourages all schools to use this document which can be accessed on www.onlineccms.com  when revising their development plan.

It is imperative that each school has due regard for the content of  Statutory Rule 303, and in particular to  the Schedule of matters which must be included in the development plan, the key elements of  which are detailed in this circular for quick reference. The full text of DE Circular 2005/19 and SR 2005 No 303 can be accessed on www.deni.gov.uk.  Schools should also take cognisance of the recent Department of Education publication ‘School Development Planning’ (June 2005) in conjunction with CCMS and ELB guidance.
In summary, a School Development Plan should have effect for a period of three years from the date on which the preparation or, as the case may be the last revision of the plan was completed by the Board of Governors. It should be revised no later than 3 years from the date on which preparation or last revision of the plan was completed AND following an inspection of the school not later than 6 months after the Inspection report is published by the Department of Education (ETI).

Schools must ensure that copies of a School Development Plan are provided for:

· Each member of the Board of Governors;

· The principal and each member of teaching staff and non teaching staff;

· The Council for Catholic Maintained Schools;

· The Education and Library Board 

And on request at all reasonable times, free of charge, to any person.

The attached appendix to this circular sets out the requirements which MUST be included in a School Development Plan in accordance with the schedule to statutory Rule 2005 No. 303. 
In conclusion, should you wish to avail of further advice on this issue which Council considers to be a catalytic process for raising standards of pupil attainment, leadership and governance in schools please contact the Senior Education Adviser/ Education Adviser at your local Diocesan Office.
Yours sincerely
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Martin J Donnelly

SENIOR EDUCATION ADVISER
Enc.
