CCMS Circular 2006/09
February 2006
To:
Chairpersons of Boards of Governors and 


Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools
Dear Colleague

School Holidays 2006/2007
Each year Officers of CCMS and the Education and Library Boards meet to agree on those days on which home to school transport (including transport for statemented pupils) will not be provided and school bus/rail passes will not be valid.  The purpose of this arrangement is to provide guidance to Principals and Boards of Governors on the setting of school holidays. The main consideration in this arrangement is that it opens the way for greater harmonisation in the school holidays thereby facilitating the many families with children at more than one school. Furthermore, it enables the Education and Library Boards to negotiate a reduction in the costs of home to school transport.
It is now proposed to make similar arrangements for the school year 2006/2007.  In that year the total holiday entitlement for schools is 71 days.  Home to school transport will not be provided on the following days.

August 1st – 31st
2006 


23 days

October 30th –October 31st  
2006 
  

  2 days
December 25th 2006 – 5th January 2007
10 days



February 16th 
2007


  1 day

April 6th – 13th April
2007


  6 days
May 7th
2007


  1 day

July 1st – 31st 
2007


22 days





65 days

This will leave a complement of 6 Optional Closings of which schools are advised to reserve 2 for the observance of Holy Days, 1st November, and 8th December.
In the WELB and SELB areas, transport will not be provided on Monday 19th March 2007, as St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Saturday.
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In addition, in the SELB, BELB and SEELB areas, the Spring Bank Holiday, falling on Monday, 28th May 2007 is taken as a Statutory Holiday and transport will not be available on that day in these areas.
The Council is aware that, in many areas, schools are able to make more flexible, local arrangements in relation to Holidays and there is no reason why this should not continue to be the case.   Given the length of the second term, in the interest of teacher health and welfare, Boards of Governors and Principals might, for instance, consider using some of the remaining Optional Closing to extend the February mid-term break.  Such decisions would, of course, be for individual schools to take.  
The Council would suggest, however, to facilitate parents and indeed teachers who are parents, that schools in a parish or community might consult informally on holiday arrangements before individual schools make firm decisions.
The Council has argued successfully for sufficient flexibility so that Catholic Schools can observe Holy Days.  The observance of church holidays is a characteristic of the Catholic ethos.
Any comments and suggestions in relation to this circular should be made to Mr Ciaran McKenna at the Dromore Diocesan Education Office, 56 Armagh Road, NEWRY, BT35 6DN, before                        Friday 17th February 2006.
Yours faithfully
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JIM CLARKE

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

