CCMS Circular No: 2006/18

April 2006 

To :  Principals of all Catholic Maintained Schools

Dear Colleague 

RE : PRSD Update

Dear Principal,

I am writing to update you regarding the next stages of the PRSD cycle.

Firstly, I would like to thank all Principals who completed and returned the Quality Assurance questionnaires which were distributed at the Principals meetings in January. I have collated the feedback and discussed issues and comments with all our External Advisors as well as other PRSD Co-ordinators from the five Education and Library Boards, CnaG and NICIE. Please be assured that the names of individual schools were not disclosed – I shared overall ratings and comments only. The feedback received from Principals and Contact governors was very positive with over 90% of respondents rating their External Advisor as Excellent/Good in terms of the quality of their advice and guidance, professionalism and overall contribution to PRSD in our schools.
As a result of feedback from Principals and Contact Governors I am pleased to advise that the School Packs which were distributed to our External Advisors last year will this year be sent to all Principals and Contact Governors. You will receive a copy of your School Pack via email in May/June 2006 and you should forward a copy to your PRSD Contact Governors for their perusal prior to the Review Meeting which your External Advisor will be contacting you to arrange in due course.
I would also like to remind you to ensure that your Contact Governors have been trained to undertake their role as PSRD Reviewers. Each Education and Library Board will be arranging training for new Contact Governors and will contact you or the Chair of your Board of Governors to advise regarding training schedules and nominations.

I would also like to advise that we are currently recruiting additional External Advisors who are due to attend accreditation training in May. It is possible that there may be a change to the External Advisor allocation to your school. You will be contacted in due course by either your existing External Advisor or by a newly appointed External Advisor.
Thank you for all your hard work and commitment to the PRSD Scheme – you have made great progress in the first year of the Scheme and can build on this to further develop PRSD within our schools for the professional development of yourselves and your staff.
Yours sincerely, 
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Brendan Hardy

PRSD Co-ordinator

