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20 October 2006 

To:
Chairs of Boards of Governors and 




Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools

EMPOWERING SCHOOLS STRATEGY

Council wishes to take this opportunity to bring to your attention the recent report compiled by the Empowering Schools Strategy Group Northern Ireland as a result of ETI Inspectorate Surveys and C2K Customer Satisfaction Surveys.

I would commend the report to you for consideration.  It can be accessed at www.empoweringschools.com.  In view of the increasing significance of ICT as an educational tool both within and beyond curriculum delivery Council would like to highlight some of the most significant points from the report.

1. The importance of self-review within a whole school approach to ICT development measured against the benchmarking of performance alongside established good practice.

2. The report acknowledges an upward trend in the uptake and use of ICT systems by teachers and growing opportunities for pupils; there is, however, concern that capacity development and the systematic embedding of ICT within Primary Schools remain at an early stage.

3. It is recommended that schools should adopt and apply the BECTA Staff Review Framework (http://schools.becta.org.uk/index.php) and should make more effective use of ICT.

4. There is no systematic support for ICT in Nursery years.

5. Management Information System facilities need to be utilised to a much greater extent in assessment, recording and reporting.

6. The report notes that the range of classroom uses of ICT has broadened significantly since 2002 but there is a need for greater communication between ICT, Literacy and Numeracy Co-ordinators to effect change.

7. While the report does identify some excellent examples of creative practice it also notes that these are evident in only a minority of schools.

8. While there is evidence of very good cross curricular integrationist practice led by CASS officers, the report also notes, however,  that this practice is not being embedded in schools.

The report emphasizes the need for greater strategic co-ordination to ensure targeted spending and embedding of ICT as an enabling technology in professional and leadership development.

These are some of the major points highlighted in this report which Council again commends to you for your consideration.

Jim Clarke
Deputy Chief Executive
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