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COUNCIL FOR CATHOLIC MAINTAINED SCHOOLS
LEADING THROUGH INFLUENCE






10 December 2006
To:  
Principals of Catholic Maintained Schools

Teaching Awards

You will be aware that nominations are now being sought for the 2007 Teaching Awards.  The primary purpose of the Award Scheme is to raise the profile of the excellent work undertaken by teachers, governors and schools.  Consistent with the emphasis on excellence and raising standards, the Council fully endorses the Teaching Award Scheme and would encourage schools / teachers to forward nominations (on-line) in respect of the various categories at www.teachingawards.com.
In 2006 Catholic Maintained schools were again highly successful, receiving several Distinctions and winning the following Awards:

· Guardian Award for Teacher of the Year in a Secondary School

· Royal Airforce Award for Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School

· Governor of the Year

· Teaching Assistant of the Year

· Healthy Schools

You may also be aware that 2006 was the first year of the Governorship Award and that Mr Patrick Hume, Chairman of the Board of Governors of St Cecilia’s College, Derry, was the regional winner and went on to even more success being named the overall winner at the National Award Ceremony in London. 

Whilst these Awards provide a snap-shot of the professionalism of the teaching workforce, they do attract a considerable amount of positive publicity.  I trust that you will look at this scheme, circulate the notice to all your staff and consider forwarding a nomination.

Donal Flanagan

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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