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Dear Principal

You will be aware that the Department of Education is currently consulting on its strategy for addressing the development of young children from birth to the age of six.  This is a critical phase of development which has life-shaping influences on children.  CCMS has taken a strong line on the provision of statutory pre-school education and on the value of coherent activity with other statutory and community partners in ensuring that the early years are as well supported as they can be, particularly in areas where there are high levels of social deprivation.

It is very important that all CCMS nursery and primary schools convey their views on the Department of Education’s proposed strategy.  Comment is just as relevant on the things which are not referred to in the report but which you think are important. 

The Council is currently refining its response and will have a draft on the CCMS website in early October.  In the meantime all schools, particularly primary schools who may have considered this strategy as more relevant to the nursery sector, should consider and discuss the proposals and frame strong and creative responses.

Yours sincerely

Jim Clarke

Deputy Chief Executive 
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